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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Prosecution is reopen in this application in view of the newly found reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10, 16-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takafuji et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,859,731). 

Takafuji et al. disclose an apparatus and method for protecting occupants of 
vehicles, comprising an object detector (1) as shown in Fig. 1 configured to be installed 
in a motor vehicle and to monitor a position of an object relative to a vehicle (See Fig. 5; 
col. 2, lines 41-45); a processor (2) as shown in Fig. 2 in communication with the object 
detector (1) and configured to be installed within the vehicle and to determine a 
likelihood of a collision (collision probability) between the vehicle and the object based 
upon data received from the object detector and a calculated future path of the vehicle 
(future path is calculated based on the traveling vehicle speed); and a deployment 
device (4, 5, 6) in communication with the processor and configured to be installed 
within the vehicle and to deploy a reversible physical safety countermeasure (6) before 
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the collision occurs if the processor determines that the collision is likely (See col. 3, 
lines 54-62); Takafuji et al. disclose that the object detector is a radar sensor (1) as 
shown in Fig.1; moreover, Takafuji et al. disclose a predetermined time and speed to 
determine the likelihood of a collision (See col. 3, lines 45-54; col. 10, lines 63-67-col. 
11, lines 1-11); the relative position data as shown in Fig. 1 determines the movement 
of the vehicle; Takafuji et al. also disclose the physical safety countermeasure is 
configured to at least apply a brake on the vehicle and control steering of wheels of the 
vehicle; tighten a seat belt on the vehicle (See col. 6, lines 25-34); Takafuji et al. 
disclose a radius of curvature of the vehicle as a factor for decision rating (See Fig. 2); 
Takefuji et al. disclose deploying an irreversible physical safety countermeasure before 
the collision occurs (See airbag deployment; see col. 6, lines 62-67; col. 7, lines 38-48); 
and also discloses a reversible physical safety countermeasure before the collision 
occurs (See seatbelt 5 and brake 6 in Fig.1; col. 7, lines 38-48; col. 15, lines 22-29). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, 16-29 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR. system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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